punishable by law. Dryden also draws a contrast between the 'saturnian' verses the ancient Romans 'us'd in the solemn part of their Ceremonies, and the Fescennine' ones that featured 'in their Afternoons Debauchery, because they were scoffing, and obscene'. This 'Gross and Rustick kind of raillery' derived its name, he said, from the town of Fescenina where it was 'first practis'd'.
4 Surprisingly, having invoked debauchery and obscenity, Dryden does not go on to canvass the alternative etymology in which fescennina was derived from fascinum, the Latin word for the phallic emblem that warded off evil. 5 This form of licentia was associated especially with marriage festivals, as seen in the epithalamia of Claudian and Catullus; 'Let the ribald Fescennine / Jesting not be silent longer' ('ne diu taceat procax / Fescennina iocatio'), as the latter puts it.
6 However, while it is possible that Wesley was alluding to Dryden or Catullus, it is far more likely that at the back of his mind was a book -a different kind of satire -to which he had been exposed some fifteen years or so earlier, but which also, as we shall see, cropped up in a letter he wrote to his friend Dr Charles Goodall (1642 Goodall ( -1712 The composition of the Letter actually predated its publication by several years. Wesley later disclosed that in the early 1690s he had been asked by 'a Gentleman of the Church of England'
(presumably Goodall) to supply an account of the dissenters' teaching methods in the academies, but held off doing so until 1693 when he happened to meet some former dissenting acquaintances and was profoundly disgusted by their 'lewd and profane' discourse and antimonarchical 'railing'. In the event, Goodall waited until 1703 before publishing the Letter, though Wesley's phrasing was opaque enough for him subsequently to be able to claim with a degree of plausibility that this had been done without his consent.
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Wesley also took the opportunity in the covering letter to reply to a query from Goodall about the Newington Green students' extra-curricular reading:
As for what you desire concerning the Bookes we generally used to read, you may easily beleeve that the space of almost That in sea-brine did pickle timber first.
What though be planted vines! He pines cut down.
He taught us how to drink, and how to drown.
He first built ships, and in that wooden wall Saving but eight, e'er since endangers all… 28 (Marvell 2007, 337; ll. 129, 135-40) If we call to mind the readership of the advice-to-a-painter poems, then it would probably include The implication seems to be that the proliferation of printed collections of state poems from 1689 onwards was a misleading guide to the situation in the earlier years of the decade. Back then, such collections had to be assembled on an ad hoc basis from whatever print or manuscript versions of satires were to hand. To some degree, the survival of these texts was an achievement rather than something to be taken for granted, and one in which dissenting academies had played a crucial part. 
